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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST [PROPER 15]

What parents would not cry out for help to someone who could save their sick or tormented
children? Here, in the gospel reading, we see a mother who will not abandon her mission to find
relief for her suffering daughter. She is persistent and unflinching in her request for Christ’s
healing.

In this Canaanite woman, the church finds an image of its mission. The world is filled with
people who are tormented, sick, and oppressed. In the prayers, the church asks for God’s
healing in a world that is troubled and wounded. In the eucharistic meal, the church receives the
strength to enter this world and bring comfort, healing, and justice to those in need.

August 14, 2005 8:30 am Worship

With Open Arms

Jesus’ disciples were eager to send her away, this pesky Canaanite woman with the
demon-possessed daughter. Even Jesus seemed to rebuff the woman’s pleas that he
heal her child: “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” Her retort
was immediate and sharp, however: “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
masters’ table.” Finally, Jesus relented, marveling, “Woman, great is your faith!”

What thoughts and feelings go through your mind and heart when you come to God
in prayer? Do you worry that your concern might be too insignificant, unworthy of the
Almighty’s attention? Do you wonder whether the one who created all life really has the
power to change things? Are you afraid that the Holy One will find your request
audacious or your words too clumsy? Do you feel sheepish, maybe even a bit nervy,
about asking God for your heart’s desire because it has been so long since the two of
you last spoke?

Whatever reasons you suspect God might have for rejecting you, whatever doubts
you carry about prayer, be assured that the giver of all good is ready to listen to you.
God’s rules about who may approach the awesome throne are not our rules. Those
whom we would reject, the great physician welcomes. The prayers we ourselves might
ignore are answered with as much care and compassion as those we count worthy of
God’s consideration.

We—all of us—can approach the Most High with confidence, certain that the
Compassionate One will hear us, humble in the presence of our defender’s power,
grateful for Yahweh’s justice and mercy, dazzled by the Righteous One’s grace. God will
receive you with open arms.

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2004 Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.

** Stand if you are able.
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SETTING ONE -- LUTHERAN BOOK OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (spoken)
Trusting in the word of life given in baptism, we are gathered in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us seek the face of God, confessing our sin.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Holy God,
we have sinned against you and each other. We pray for your forgiveness and
healing. The good we want to do, we often fail to do. The evil we do not want,
we find ourselves doing. Deliver us, O God, save us from shame, and guide us
in your way. Amen.

Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. While we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us; and God raised him up from death so that we too might walk in newness
of life. Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through + Jesus
Christ, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

GATHERING

** HYMN 400 LBW (green hymnal) Thou Whose Almight Word

** GREETING (spoken)
The love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, and the life of the Spirit be with
you all.
And also with you.

** KRYIE (sung)
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** HYMN OF PRAISE (sung)
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** THE SALUTATION (sung)

** PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken)
Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you have given great and precious promises to those
who believe. Grant us the perfect faith which overcomes all doubts, through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS / GATHERING OF PRAYER CONCERNS AND JOY
Ushers will Collect the Green / Gold Cards



WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
A reading from Isaiah.

Whereas the Israelite community, defined by early legal traditions, was expected to live the
righteous and obedient life, the prophet makes a new announcement: now righteousness
and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community. In other words, commitment
to the Lord makes a person a member of God’s people—not race, nationality, or any other
category.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
A reading from Romans.

As a Jewish Christian, Paul is dismayed that other Jews have not believed in Jesus as their
Messiah. In his letter to the Romans, he discusses whether these Jews remain the chosen
people of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

** ALLELUIA VERSE (sung)

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward
religious observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman
considered to be pagan and unclean approaches him for help.

5

** HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.
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SHARING Scott Bieller

** HYMN 359 LBW (green hymnal) In Christ There is No East or West

** APOSTLES’ CREED (spoken)
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.
Living together in trust and hope we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

** THE PRAYERS (spoken)
Gathered, enlightened, and empowered to serve, let us pray for the church, the
nations, and all people seeking God’s mercy and care.

God of love, hear our prayer.

Receive our prayers, holy God, and give us all we need for this day and the days to
come, through the power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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MEAL

** PEACE (spoken)
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using
these or similar words: Peace be with you.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS
The Offering is received as the Lord’s Table is prepared.

GATHERING OF THE GIFTS
(The Offering is received as the Lord’s Table is prepared.)

** OFFERTORY HYMN (sung) Let the Vineyards

** OFFERTORY PRAYER (spoken)
Let us pray.

God of sun and rain, farm and flower,
we praise you for your wonderful creation and your all-sustaining care.
Receive these tokens of our gratitude, and may our lives reflect the goodness
and love shown in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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** GREAT THANKSGIVING (sung)

It is indeed... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Assisting Minister continues...

** LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) (personal option - holding hands)
Empowered by the Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION -- Receiving the Lord’s tangible presence
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. The communicant
may say: Amen.
We invite everyone to come forward for Holy Communion, shared around the altar.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
111 (purple songbook) One Bread, One Body
748 WOV (blue hymnal) Bind Us Together

** COMMUNION BLESSING (spoken)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

** POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (sung)

** LAMB OF GOD (sung) (as communion assistants come forward)
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** POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (spoken)
Let us pray.

Cultivate and nourish us, O God, that we may be good soil. Let the presence of
Christ in word and sacrament, planted within us now, bring forth rich and beautiful
fruit for the life of the world. In his name we pray.
Amen.

SENDING

** BLESSING (sung)
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

** HYMN 559 WOV (green hymnal) Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

** DISMISSAL (spoken)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

2 Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #1239770101.




