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THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD / NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

The risen Lord enters the invisible presence of God in order to be present in all times and in
all places to the church and to the world. Where shall we find the risen and ascended Lord
today? In his word and his bread, in his people and his washing with water and the Spirit,
and in all who cry out for mercy.

May 5, 2005 7:00 p.m. Worship

PRELUDE Sweet Hour of Prayer with I Need Thee Every Hour

WELCOME Pastor Prochaska

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (spoken)
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
When we were baptized, we died and were buried with Christ.
We were baptized so that we might have a new life, as Christ was raised to life
by the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to God, so that, with the eyes of our hearts
enlightened, we may know what is the hope to which we have been called.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Almighty and all-merciful God,
We are dead in trespasses and sin; we have no power to rise. We have
offended your majesty and denied your divinity; we have brought death and
darkness where you once said, “Let there be light.” We deserve the doom you
have decreed. We are dead in trespasses and sin; we have no power to rise.
But Christ is risen.
Risen indeed!
Since we have been united with him in a death like his,
we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. For his sake, our
Father, we implore you: forgive our sins, and set our minds on things above,
where Christ is seated at your right hand. Let us be raised with Christ!

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah had to suffer and to rise from the dead on the
third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins must be proclaimed in his
name,” That Word is now proclaimed to you.
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** Stand if you are able.
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GATHERING

** HYMN 158 LBW (green hymnal) Alleluia! Sing To Jesus

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER
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PRAYER (sung)
Blessed are you, Creator of the universe, from old you have led your people by
night and day. May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright, for your
Word and your presence are the light of our pathways, and you are the light and
life of all creation.
Amen.

** PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken)
Let us pray.

Give us the joy the disciples felt, O God--
joy that led them to worship your son. Joy that led them to praise your name.
For we believe that on this day Christ Jesus, our Lord, was lifted from the earth...
hidden by a cloud...
... and taken into heaven.
Lift us up, O God,
to see that Christ is in heaven, seated at your right hand.
Lift us up, O God,
that on the last day we, too, may ascend to be with you.
Lift us up, O God!
Through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. He lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now...
and forever. Amen.
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Cantor and Congregation (Chancel choir sings echo):

WORD

PSALMODY (sung)
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THE ANNUCIATION
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FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:15-23

** GOSPEL VERSE (spoken)
Alleluia. Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer
has dominion over him. Alleluia. I am with you always, to the end of the age.
Alleluia. (Rom. 6:9; Matt. 28:20)

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53

SERMON Ascension Questions Pastor Prochaska

** HYMN 88 (purple songbook) Lift Up Your Heads

** LITANY
Ascended Lord, look down upon your people here.
Bless us now, as you blessed your disciples long ago.
Ascended Lord, look down upon your people here.
Send us now, as you sent your disciples out to preach long ago.
Ascended Lord, look down upon your people here.
Carry us onward and upward to heaven, as you carried your disciples from this
life to the next.
Ascended Lord, look down upon your people here.
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Make us witnesses of your wondrous works, as you called your disciples to be
witnesses.
Ascended Lord, look down upon your people here.
Fill us with joy in your mission, as you gladdened the hearts of  your disciples.
Ascended Lord, you fill heaven and earth.
Fill us with your love as we wait for you to come again.

** HYMN 92 (purple songbook) Lord Listen to Your Children Praying

** THE PRAYERS (spoken)
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish and special
concerns. The minister gives thanks for the faithful departed, especially for those who recently
have died.

Rejoicing in Christ’s victory over death and his glorious resurrection, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all who are in need.

God of new life, hear our prayer.

With heaven and earth and all creation, we offer our prayers in the name of the one
who conquered death to give us eternal life and joy, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

** PEACE (sharing together the Peace of the Lord.)

MEAL

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTSThe Offering is received as the Lord’s Table is prepared.

OFFERTORY 439 LBW (green hymnal) What a Friend We Have in Jesus

** THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken)
(Please gather around the Communion Rail with your green hymnal.)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Pastor Prays...



10

** LORD’S PRAYER (spoken) (personal option - holding hands)
Let us pray.
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION - Receiving the Lord’s Tangible Presence
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. Communicant
may say Amen.

MUSIC SUNG DURING COMMUNION
  24 (purple songbook) Broken in Love
  93 (purple songbook) Lord My Strength
  27 (purple songbook) Cares Chorus

** COMMUNION BLESSING (spoken)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
Grace. Amen.

** PRAYER
We rejoice, O Jesus Christ, for you are in heaven,
seated at God’s right hand.
We rejoice, O Jesus Christ, for you are here,
in bread and wine, body and blood.
We rejoice, O Jesus Christ, for you are in our hearts,
leading us to do your will.
We bless you now and evermore.
Amen.

SENDING

** FINAL BLESSING (sung)
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** HYMN 157 LBW (green hymnal) A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing

POSTLUDE Allegro Moderato (Handel)

From: Holden Evening Prayer by Marty Haugen, Copyright ©1990. Do This in Memory of Me by David
Haas, Copyright ©2003. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-702747.


